
Form 10-3CO U N I T E D  S T A T E S  D E P A R T M E N T  OF  T H E  I N T E R I O R  
( J u l y  19691 N A T I O N A L  P A R K  S F R V I C E  

G J A S G O W  H O U S E  
i \ N O i O ~  H I S T O R I C :  

S T A T E '  

V I R G I N I A  

N A T I O N A L  REGISTER O F  HISTORIC P L A C E S  
I N V E N T O R Y  - NOMINATION FORM 

( T y p e  all entries - com~lete a~nl icable s e c t i o n s )  

I 
1 W c s t N a i n  S treet  

/ C I T Y  OH TOWN: 

C O U N T "  

R I C H M O N D  ( i n  c i t . )  
FOR NPS U S E  O N L Y  

E N T R Y  NUMBER 

L i c h m o n d  (David E. S a t t e r f i e l d ,  111. T h i r d  Distr ict  C o n g r e s s m a n )  

W i l l i a m  B y r d  B r a n c h  o f  t h e  Associa t ion  f o r  Pres. V i r g i n i a  A n t i q u i t i e s  
W i S T R E E T  A N D  NUMBER: 

D A T E  

S T A T E  

I 

0 , s t r t c t  [1; ~ " , i d , ~ ~  

! R i c h m o n d  
-- -. V i r g i n i a  
16. R E P R E S e N i A T I O N  I N  EXISTING SURVEYS 

/ T I T L E  O F  IURYET 

C O U N T "  

O Publtc 

XI PPVO~.  
0 ~ 0 t h  

0 - 
I- 

lU 2705ParkAvenue  

H i s t o r i c  American Bui ld ings  Survey -~ 
D ~ T E  O F  S U R V E Y :  1936 a ~ ~ o d o r . 1  S ~ O ~ O  county LOC.I 

D E P O S I T O R Y  F O R  S U R V E Y  R E C O R D S :  

C O D E  

--Virginia 51 ( i n  c j t . )  760 

S,te S t r u c t u r e  

I3 ob ,m 

U 

3 

K 

I- 
Y) 

1 L i b r a r  of Congress 
/ S T R E E T  N 2 s i R :  m m 

V) 
(Chock One) 

Pvbloc Acqulsttom: 

In Process 

Being Con.lder*d 

p R E s t N T  U S E  (Check One  or More a s  Approprlele) - 
, A g ~ ~ c ~ I ~ ~ r ~ l  Government Pork Tran rpo r tq t t on  0 Comments 

I C o m m e r c , o l  l n d u s t r ~ o l  Prlvota R e r l d e n c e  W O+har (specirv) 

Educ.tion.1 ~ l ~ t t ~ ~ ~  Re lae twr  Leased f o r  
Entertainment Museum Scsentoi~c o f f ~ c e  space. 

* C i T I  O R  TOWN 

R l c h m o n d  

r4. OWNER OF PROPERTY Angus M u r d o c k ,  Director" 
i 

I - ' ( O W N E R ' S  N A M E  l e g  

S T R E E T  A N 0  NUMSER. 

S T A T E  C O D E  L~ 

- STATUS - TO THE PUBLIC 
OWNERSHIP 

[y Occupied 

Unocsupnod 

P ~ ~ . . , V . ~ , O ~  

on prog,... 

- 

S T A T E .  

V i r g i n i a  

A C C E S S I B L E  

yes: 

I$ R e f i r ~ c l e d  

0 Unrestrosted 

0 No 

C O D E  

51 . 

1 
0 * 
.3 " 

0 
Z 
r- 
< -- 'C ITY OR TOWN: 

W a s h i n g t o n  

S T A T E :  C O D E  

D. C .  11 



P E ~ C R ~ P T K O T  
- -- 

(Chock Onoj 

n Excellent Good I F i r  0 Ootorioratcd O R u i n s  Cl U n s x p o r o d  
CONDITION 

A l t ~ ~ d  nol tcrrd n M O V O ~  Orisinal Sits 

D E S C R l O E  T H E  P R E S E N T  A N D  O R l G l N I L  ( 1 1  ~ ~ ~ W ~ ~ H Y S I C ~ L  A P P E A R A N C E  

Located i n  an a r e a  of  Main S t r e e t  which s t i l l  main ta ins  some of i ts  

1 

which a r e  diminished v e r s i o n s  of those  i n  t h e  h a l l .  The s t a i rway  t o  the 

e a r l y  r e s i d e n t i a l  q u a l i t y ,  t h e  Branch-Glasgow House i s  a wel l -preserved  
example of a lietached Greek Revival Richmond townhouse. More s p e c i f i c a l l y  
t h e  Branch-Glasgow House, which i s  cons t ruc ted  of l i g h t l y  scored s tucco  
over  b r i c k ,  i nco rpora t e s  two s t o r i e s  over  a f u l l  basement. The deck-on-hip 
roof is p ie rced  by fou r  i n t e r i o r  chimneys and the  edge of  the  roof i s  
s k i r t e d  by a molded co rn ice  w i t h  bead and r e e l  and d e n t i l  courses .  

The facade  of t h e  Branch-Glasgow House i s  composed of t h r e e  bays on t h e  
main mass and a one bay wing recessed on the  e a s t  s i d e .  The s ix -ove r - s ix  
sa sh  windows a r e  surmounted by l i n t e l s  covered wi th  low-peaked wood f a s c i a e  
and a r e  upheld by wooden lug  s i l l s .  The c e n t r a l l y  loca ted  Doric p o r t i c o  
combines a s imple molded co rn ice  wi th  a p l a i n  f r i e z e  and a r c h i t r a v e  
supported by f l u t e d  Greek Doric columns. These columns a r e  l inked  t o  
p i l a s t e r s  by a c a s t  i r o n  g r i l l e  decorated wi th  open q u a t r e - f o i l .  The 
p o r t i c o  i s  r a i s e d  h igh  on a f l i g h t  of g r a n i t e  s t a i r s  which a r e  f lanked by 
stepped p o d i i  w i t h  panel  f r o n t s .  The g r a n i t e  s t a i r s ,  which s p l a y  out  
s l i g h t l y  towards t h e  bottom, end i n  a f l a t  s tone  v o l u t e  on the  diminished 
l a s t  t r ead .  Two i r o n  boot -scrapers  wi th  open-volute ends a r e  mounted on 
s t o n e  blocks on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  s t a i r  and a grey  and whi t e  marble walk 
leads  t o  t h e  p o r t i c o .  The f r o n t  yard i s  enclosed by a c a s t  i r o n  fence 
wi th  a n  open c r e s t  work lower border  and f l u t e d  p o s t s  topped wi th  pine-  
app les .  

Both s i d e  e l e v a t i o n s  of  the  main mass a r e  two bays deep. The e a s t  
however has a pa in ted  b r i c k  wing which p r o j e c t s  out  f l u s h  t o  t h e  s i d e  walk, 
and which has  a roof  l i n k  s l i g h t l y  lower than t h a t  of  the  f r o n t  of the  
house. The windows of the  four  second s t o r y  bays and the  t h r e e  f i r s t  
s t o r y  bays have segmental shaped header surrounds and wooden s i l l s .  
appears  t o  have been some a l t e r a t i o n  i n  the  f i r s t  bay of t h e  l e f t  s i d e  

lhere I r e s u l t i n g  i n  a seam t o  above the  f i r s t  f l o o r  window. Four c a s t  i r o n  c o a l  
chu tes  marked wi th  "A.S.A. Snyder and Co., Richmond" o r  "Jos. H a l l  and Co., 
Richmond I r o n  Works." a r e  s taggered  a long t h e  s i d e .  The oppos i t e  s i d e  of  

I 
1 

I the wing t h a t  f aces  i n t o  the  back yard has a door f lanked by fou r  windows 
on the  f i r s t  f l o o r  and t h r e e  bays on t h e  second f l o o r .  A w a l l  a t t a c h e s  
t h e  l e f t  wing t o  a two-bay, two s t o r y  b r i c k  c a r r i a g e  house which s t ands  t o  
t h e  r e a r  of t h e  l o t .  On the  ground f l o o r ,  t h e r e  a r e  two gauged segmental 
arched v e h i c l e  openings wi th  two segmental arched windows above. 

To the  r e a r ,  the  Branch-Glasgow House, which was once cha rac te r i zed  by 
a t  l e a s c  a f u l l  one tier porch, has now been broken u p  by encloscd u n i t s .  
On t h c  f i r s t  f l o o r  is  a three-bay porch r a i s e d  on b r i c k  p i e r s  and d iv ided  
by heavy Tuscan columns l inked  by a turned ba lus t r ade .  The s ix -pane l  
c e n t r a l  door bordered by t h r e e - l i g h t  s i d e - l i g h t s  i s  surrounded by an 
a r c h i t r a v e  w i t h  a n  overhanging co rn ice  and a double band f r i e z e .  The t a l l  
sash  window i n  t h e  l e f t  bay has  s ix-over-n ine  l i g h t s  and three-panel  move- 
a b l e  louvered s h u t t e r s .  The bay t o  the  r i g h t  i s  occupied by twelve-lighr.  
French doors .  On the second f l o o r ,  which has  a t o t a l  of seven bays,  two 
enclosed porches f l a n k  a recessed  bay. 

The i n t e r i o r  of t h e  Branch-Glasgow House d i s p l a y s  t h e  elegance of 
Greek Revival d e t a i l .  The f r o n t  h a l l  i s  surrounded by a bold double band 

/ f r i e z e  suppor t ing  a deeply c u t  molded co rn ice  which drops from the  c e i l i n g .  
however, f l ank ing  'the c e n t r a l  h a l l  have s i n g l e  f r i e z e  en tab la tu res  
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place  i n  which she  could w r i t e .  I n  her  s tudy decora ted  wi th  the  paper she  
had imported from England, E l l e n  Glasgow drew on Richmond l i f e  a s  a  back- 
ground f o r  much of h e r  work. 

A f t e r  M i s s  ~ l a s g o w ' s  dea th  i n  1945, h e r  b ro the r  Archer Glasgow 
presented  the  house t o  t h e  Vi rg in i a  H i s t o r i c a l  Socie ty .  F i n a l l y  i n  1947 
the Assoc ia t ion  f o r  t h e  P rese rva t ion  of V i rg in i a  A n t i q u i t i e s  purchased t h e  

r e l a t i v e s  of E l l e n  Glasgow c o n t r i b u t e d  generously t o  preserve  t h e  house a s  

I Main S t r e e t  house wi th  money c o l l e c t e d  through c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  Friends and1 

a  landmark t o  t h i s  noted Vi rg in i a  au thores s .  The William Byrd Branch of 
the  Associa t ion  f o r  t h e  P rese rva t ion  of V i rg in i a  A n t i q u i t i e s  p r e s e n t l y  

I 
l e a s e s  the  house f o r  o f f i c e  space. I 
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I n  1841 David M. Branch, a  tobacconis t  by p ro fes s ion ,  b u i l t  the  
Greelc Revival house which s t ands  a t  one West Ma.in S t r e e t .  The house was 

s o l d  a t  a u c t i o n  t h e  fol lowing year  and i n  1846 i t  was purchased by Hr. 
I s aac  Davenport, one of  Richmond's i n d u s t r i a l  p ioneers .  Davenport helped 
t o  bu i ld  the  Frankl in  Manufaci;uring Company, t h e  f i r s t  of the  famed paper 

m i l l s  t h a t  came t o  Richmond. Upon Davenport 's  dea th  i n  A p r i l  of 1865, 
h i s  daughter  G r i f f e n  B. Davenport i n h e r i t e d  the  house and members of the  
Davenport family l i ved  h e r e  u n t i l  i n  1887 i t  was so ld  t o  Frances T. Glasgow. 

When h e r  f a t h e r  d i ed  i n  1916, Miss E l l en  Glasgow i n h e r i t e d  the  
house i n  which she  had l ived  s i n c e  she  was t h i r t e e n  yea r s  o ld .  A f t e r  
pub l i sh ing  Descendant anonymously a t  the  age of f i f t e e n ,  Miss Glasgow 
went on t o  w r i t e  The Voice of the  People which was t h e  f i r s t  of a  s e r i e s  of 
novels  t h a t  showed "her boldness i n  approaching r e a l i s t i c a l l y  m a t e r i a l  whic l  
had too long been bathed i n  n o s t a l g i c  sent iment ."  I n  1938 Miss Glasgow 
was the  s i x t h  woman t o  be e l e c t e d  t o  membership i n  t h e  American Academy of  
Ar t s  and L e t t e r s  and h e r  l a s t  novel I n  This Our L i f e  won h e r  t h e  P u l i t z e r  
P r i ze  i n  1942. The a u t h o r ' s  autobiography The Woman Within, published 
a f t e r  her  d e a t h ,  makes r e fe rences  t o  the  Main S t r e e t  res idence .  Not on ly ,  
was most of h e r  w r i t i n g  done i n  t h i s  house, bu t  Miss Glasgow once s a i d  t h a t  I except  f o r  a  farm house i n  Connect icut ,  h e r  Main S t r e e t  home was t h e  only 
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7 .  - 
l e f t  r e a r  of the  h a l l  has a  mahogany r a i l  ending i n  a  f l u i d  s n a i l - l i k e  v o l u t e  
supported by a  t ape r ing  pos t  around which the  bottom t r ead  curves.  The round 
r a i l  i s  mounted on t ape r ing  b a l u s t e r s  and the  open s t r i n g e r s  a r e  decora t ive ly  
c u t .  Panel led dados enc lose  the  a r e a  beneath t h e  s t a i r s .  

Throughout the  house t h e  a r c h i t r a v e s  of the  doors  and t h e  windows a r e  
t r e a t e d  i n  a  s i m i l a r  manner. On t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  t h e  e n t a b l a t u r e  c o n s i s t s  of 
molded co rn ice  wi th  a  double band f r i e z e  d iv ided  by a  t h i n  course  of molding 
and g u t t a e .  The a p e r t u r e  i s  f lanked by two d e l i c a t e l y  carved ,  elongated 
p i l a s t e r s  w i th  Tower of t h e  Winds s t y l e  c a p i t a l s  and panels  c u t  w i t h  incurving 
v o l u t e s  and inve r t ed  pa lmet tes .  The a r c h i t r a v e s  of t h e  second f l o o r  a r e  
decora ted  w i t h  f l a t  molding which ends i n  r o s e t t e - f i l l e d  corner  b locks .  Many 
of the  windows have s o l i d  panel  i n t e r i o r  s h u t t e r s .  

Some of the  most no tab le  f e a t u r e s  of t h e  i n t e r i o r  decora t ion  a r e  the-  
e l a b o r a t e  c e i l i n g  ornaments which appear  i n  the  rooms of the  f i r s t  f l o o r .  
These c i r c u l a r  mot i f s  range i n  des ign  from t u l i p  bouquets a l t e r n a t i n g  wi th  
swaying acanthus leaves  t o  a  f l a t  p e t a l l e d  r o s e t t e  surrounded by palmettes  t o  
simply a  f l a t  r o s e t t e .  F i r ep laces  decorated wi th  b lack  marble heated the 
rooms of t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and whi te  marble was used on t h e  second f l o o r .  Most 
of  these  were f i l l e d  with decora ted  c a s t  i r o n  i n t e r i o r  u n i t s .  I n  t h e  nor th-  
west room of t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  a n  e a r l y  gilt mir ror  wi th  cornerb lock  motif s t i l l  
hangs over  the  mantel and a  g l a s s  chande l i e r  from t h e  days of t h e  Davenport 
family remains. 

The most p o s i t i v e  t r a c e  of Miss Glasgow's former presence i s  the  
unusual w a l l  paper  i n  h e r  northwest  s tudy loca ted  on t h e  second f l o o r .  
Imported from England, t h e  paper was s o  h igh ly  pr ized  by the  au thor  t h a t  
she  went s o  f a r  a s  t o  i n s u r e  i t s  p rese rva t ion  i n  h e r  w i l l .  The paper d e p i c t ?  
i n  an almost  Impress ion i s t i c  manner t h e  red  t i l e  roofed houses o f  t h e  
Mediterranean. I 

RICHMOND ( i n  c i t . )  
FOR NPS  USE O N L Y  

(Continuation Shcct) 

6.  H i s t o r i c  American Building Survey Inventory - 
1957 Federal  
Library  of Congress 
Washington, D. C.  Code: 11 

1 (Numbor ell snlrlos) 
I 

I 

E N T R Y N U M B E R  D I  TE 




